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Planning Cornrr.ittee; Earl Bozeman ., Ch airma n
Stone Schc .Jl house Committee; f.11an Mi ll er , Chairman
Stone School hous e at Fort Hays State
March 31, 19 77

The stone schoolhouse project be gan in the minds of several faculty members in the sp ring of 19 76 . These me mbers were concerned with several events
taking place in t heir western Kansas environmen t.
As the world demand for Ka nsas wheat i ncreased, rr,ore farmers were interested in plan ting every possible unused acre in wheat. This meant some stone
schoolhouses were in t he way .
Another threat to the stone school houses of our region came from a recent
rash of crimes, which we re many ti mes concealed by abandoned rural buildings.
Law enforcement off ic ial s encouraged farmers to tear down all buildings which
were not presently occ up ied.

(

A bitter-sweet experience happened to one of the faculty w.€mbers while
visiting Knott's Berry Farm in southern California. Admiring the beautiful
reconstruction of a western frontier town, he noticed that the old frame schoolhouse was taken from Bel oit, Kansas. It might be fine to export one old schoolhouse for the children of California to glance at, but what about our own Kansas
kids? Wouldn't they be i nterested in their own frontier heritage?
At Fort Hays State, the various departments, committees, and individual
faculty members began thinking about contributions to the nation's bicentennial
and, more specifically, the seventy-fifth anniversary of ale Fort Hays State.
Why not preserve an old stone schoo lhouse? Aside from the stone churches and
the more modern grain elevators (Kansas cathedrals), nothing is more indigenous
to our western Kansas heritage. And why should it be preserved by Fort Hays
State? Because our school was started as a normal school which had the charge
to train the teachers of these stone schoolhouses. There is a bit of Fort Hays
State in each one of them. Additionally, the stone schoolhouses are of regional
interest and Fort Hays State is the only regional institution of higher education in western Kansas. i·Je should preserve a stone school house for those west. ern Kansans who have passed on, as well as for those western Kansans of the
future.
The most fitti ng place on campus for. this stcne schoolhouse is the site of
the old gymnasium, east of Forsyth Library. This site is favorable due to its
close proximity to Sternberg Museum. It is believed that people, particularly
groups of school students, coming to the campus on a field trip to visit either
Sternberg or the stone schoolhouse wi ll want to visit both upon arrival. This
proposed site also offers ample parking i n the lot between the tennis courts
and Forsyth Library. The aestheti c appeal of t he site is the third item in its
favor. Green lawns, t all trees, and a small creek would allow the schoolhouse
to blend in nicely wi th the environment .

-2A grant cf $2 , 500 ha s al ready been obta ined by Dr. Nancy Vogel from Phi
Delta Kappa . Ot her grant ~oney i s expected . It i s thi s commi ttee's understa nding tha t $300 pe r year wi ll be needed to co ver utilities and ground main tenance .
It .is the hope of t his committee tha t coll ege monies, as well as private so urces
can be tapped as poss i ble f unding sources.
The schoolhouse wil l be used pri mari ly as a wuseum depicting as nearly as
possible the earl y western Kansas educa tional fron t ier. In conjunction wi t h
school children who come to see Ste rnberg, i t is our hope to develop special
programming for the schoo l ho use to excite their imagination. It is also our
hope to have t he vari ous hono rary societ ies at FHS hold some or all of their
meetings in t he stone schoolhouse. Addi tionally, special cl~sses such as Proestern Hi story and Hi story of American Education may choose to
fessor Oliva's W
meet there. In essence, it i s hoped t hat the stone school house will provide
an additional cl assroom.
The future time table of events leading to the completion of the stone
schoolhouse project is as follows:
Spring semester, 1977-Expl oration, compilation of histories of the thirty-two schoolhouses
under committee consideration. (The committee will be assisted by
graduate students in the History of American Education class.)
Details of maintenance agreement worked out With the Planning Committee.
Schoolhouse selected during May.
Administration and Regents approval.
Summer session, 1977-Building needs, assessments determined.
Building cost estimates determined.
Building fund raising campaigns formulated.
Grant proposals written, submitted.
Fall semester, 1977-Razing and removal of stone schoolhouse to Fort Hays State campus.
Foundation poured and reconstruction begins.
Fund raising begins.
Spring semester, 1978-Reconstruct ion is completed with dedication set for May, 1978.
Fund drives continue, if needed.
Museum design determined and begu~.
Summer session, 1978-Schoolhouse program for children written.
Informational brochures designed.
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Fall semest er , 1978-Full program in operation.

School rouse may al so be used for honorary organi iation meetin gs-open to al l honoraries .

